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driver Saddam.
Below, on tiger watch

W BY LOUISE BERWICK

“DON'T worry, his last name
isn’'t Hussein,” we are told as
we're introduced to our tuk-
tuk driver, Saddam.

We smile, jump in the back, and
suddenly we are hurtling down a
steep hill in a stomach-churning
ride-of-a-lifetime,

“This is better than a roller coaster!™
my pal yells as wo swerve past cows,

Isle of Wight w dodge motorbikes and overtake our
Victorian Splendour ¢

ke your own way 1o the hotel by car / train, then
us do the driving! Our excifing coach excursion
gramme means no parking hassle, and oll
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By the time we reach the market at the
bottom, my nerves are shot

Thanks to Saddam, our ride down from
the Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur, India,
is one I'll never forget.

I had arrived in the “blue city™ over
breakfast rolling into the desert
ummsoln while polishing off a freshly
made dosa curry, a morning speciality.

It was my fourth day aboard the famous  onboard butler; Jeet, woke me up the fol-
Maharajas’ Expross train and | was  lowing morning, bringing fresh tea

ing at hanmh“w the Our first day off the train started at the
in Muml

» o the Grocalie Tuxury 1 had la bai  Ajanta Caves, where legend has it that

Staying of i day at Sam, when the British tiger hunter John Smith redis-

Holel Shanxsr city was already fizzing. % coﬁv:m them in 1819, about 1,000 years
W first curries of the day were rendy &l their construction

o free coach excursions on street stalls as women stopped traffic In true British fashion, he accidentally

MOy 0 NOSIOIgE ¥

plus 0 vist o he scurrying across roads, balancing buck-  stumbled upon the carved-out temples
ron Py -

ots of fish on their heads for the market.  and monasteries, which are now consid-

The cows laying at the roadside were  ered one of the world's greatest histord-
stirring and the first daylight slith. 2
ered through the slums.

My first taste of India and |
was already in love.

My time in Mumbal was
brief, long énough to walk
around the city haggle for
a bag and watch fish-

Hampton Court Srmen Tummmo.hm
unc
Kew Gardens & Bath But my real journey be-
staying of Basing stoke Country House Hotel & gan on the country’s rail-

way tracks. As I boarded the
Maharajas’ Express, | learnt

wige of Wight Steam Rallwoy kr
aboard o lovingly restor ed Seom
Viciorion seoside lown of Ryde
Osborne House Admssion inchy
:uannl residence with I specacuior
gardens ond private beach

sded 10 Oueen Viclonas
house.
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as we roll across the Indian countryside
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service, guided off-train return. Book at alrindia in

excursions, monument What to take: Ensure
Delhi starts fom £4.800 entrance foes, still you have a visa before
PP, based on two sharing. camera fee, transport and  arriving In India, check

Rincludes all meals, tea,  services of a guide and with your doctor about

coffee, mineral water, soft  taxes. Book at uk. vaccinations and carry
beverages, house brands  the-maharaias com some American dollars
of Indian wines . beer and Getting there: Fly to Indian rupees cannot be
spirits on board, butier Mumbal or Delhl on Alr bought in the UK
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